
APRIL GIFTS 2007  
 
 
1 The Race       Sharon Olds 
2 The Layers       Stanley Kunitz 
3 Things I Have Made        Laurie Kirkpatrick 
4 Gold         Donald Hall 
5 The Mouse and the Human      Tryon Tolides 
6 I Measure Every Grief I Meet     Emily Dickinson 
7 The Orchid Flower      Sam Hamill 
8 The Airy Christ       Stevie Smith 
9 Japan        Billy Collins 
10 Sweet Time       Molly Peacock 
11 Variations On The Word Sleep    Margaret Atwood 
12 A Chinese College Freshman Asks Me  
 the Meaning of Life via Internet, 1997 A.D.   Karen Braucher 
13 A Style of Loving      Vikram Seth 
14 The Last Time       Marie Howe 
15 Ask Me/Sea Wisdom       William Stafford 
          Carl Sandburg  
16 Night Owl       Michele Wyrebek 
17 Excerpt from: Concerning the Book  
 That is the Body of the Beloved    Gregory Orr 
18 Near The Sacrificial Site     Linda Pastan 
19 The Blessing       James Wright 
20 There is No One Story and One Story Only   Adrienne Rich 
21 Mourning The Dying American Female Names  Hunt Hawkins 
22 Happiness       Jane Kenyon 
23 How Could You Not      Galway Kinnell 
24 Lot’s Wife       Anna Akhmatova 
25 Untitled       Han Shan 
26 The Club        Mitsuye Yamada 
27 At The Door       David Wagoner 
28 Learning From Trees      Grace Butcher 
29 The Need To Win       Chuang Tzu 
30 Consider the Hands That Write This Letter   Aracelis Girmay 
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APRIL GIFTS 2008 
 
 
1 Villanelle For A Cool April     Robyn Sarah 
2 He Attempts To Love His Neighbors     Alden Nowlan 
3 What I Learned From My Mother    Juia Kasdorf 
4 Ties        Michael Chitwood 
5 There Are Delicacies      Earle Birney 
6 This Morning       Jane Kenyon 
7 Slam, Dunk, & Hook      Yusef Komunyakaa 
8 To Things Cursory      Susanna Childress 
9 Twisting Vines       Debra Nystrom 
10 How To See Deer      Philip Booth 
11 Pikuni Free School      Art Homer 
12 Looking At Them Asleep     Sharon Olds 
13 Cathleen Sweeping      George Johnston 
14 You Heard The Man You Love    Margaret Atwood 
15 At The Un-National Monument    William Stafford 
16 The Problem Was      Joyce Sutphen 
17 Learning Our Place in  
 The Heirarchy of Angels     Len Roberts 
18 Aftereffects of Bell’s Palsy     Susan Blackwell Ramsey  
19 A Blind Woman       Ted Kooser 
20 Bass Bass       Sharon Bryan 
21 Depressed By A Book Of Bad Poetry    James Wright 
22 Looking Back In My Eighty-First Year   Maxine Kumin 
23 Amber Necklace From Gdansk    Linda Nemec Foster 
24 I Could Give All To Time     Robert Frost 
25 1959        Arlene Weiner 
26 What Is Our Deepest Desire?     Miriam Pederson 
27 Cutting Glass       Jared Carter 
28 Apples        Grace Schulman 
29 Heart        Gregory Orr 
30 The Round       Stanley Kunitz  
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APRIL GIFTS 2009 
 
 
1 Red, The Color That Advances    Michael Salcman 
2 The Laughter of Women     Lisel Mueller 
3 And The Men       Tony Hoagland 
4 Poem Incorporating a Phrase from a Poem  
 by Tom Lux Beginning with a Random Phrase From Coleridge    

Helen Chasin 
5 Love Dogs       Jelaluddin Rumi 
           (translated by Coleman Barks)  
6 Forty Acres       Derek Walcott 
7 A Calling       Frances Richey 
9 Brother In Arms      Edmond Romond 
10 Good Friday Kiss      Michelle Bitting 
11 Jerusalem       Naomi Shihab Nye 
12 Drink, My Love, and Deeply       Barbara Little 
13 The Size of Spokane      Heather McHugh 
14 The Shrinking Lonesome Sestina    Miller Williams 
15 For Jane Myers      Louise Gluck 
16 So You Want To Be A Teaching Assistant in English      
         Jeff Worley 
17 The Gift       Li-Young Lee 
18 First Mammogram      Kathryn Kirkpatrick 
19 Letter After The Diagnosis     Lynne Knight 
20 The Alchemist       Louise Bogan 
21 My Mother Is Prepared     Ioanna-Veronika Warwick 
22 Sex On A Plate      Sue Ellen Thompson 
23 What I Know       Christian Wiman 
24 Asking For Directions      Linda Gregg  
25 Seersucker Suit      Deborah Digges 
26 Honey        Robert Morgan 
27 A Story About The Body     Robert Haas 
28 Dear Friends       Edwin Arlington Robinson 
29 Advice To Myself      Louise Erdrich 
30  Eyesight       A.R. Ammons   
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APRIL GIFTS 2010 
 
1 Beija-Flor       Diane Ackerman 
2 The Inarticulate      Michael Waters 
3 Why We Speak English     Lynn Pedersen  
4 Kind of Blue       Lynn Powell 
5 Mrs. Caldera’s House of Things    Gregory Djanikian 
6 Sisters        Grace Paley 
7 Wedding Poem for Schele & Phil    Bill Holm 
8 Crossing Over       William Meredith 
9 On The Chehalis River      Lucia Perillo 
10 A Month of Trekking      Peter Matthiesen 
11 Eating        Talvikki Ansel 
12 In The Workshop After I Read Aloud    Don Colburn 
13 Nude Model       Kathleen Driskell 
14 Did I Miss Anything      Tom Wayman 
15 Sex and Taxes       Kevin Cantwell 
16 Through Security      Fleda Brown 
17 My Ex-Husband      Gabriel Spera 
18 Tenderness       Stephen Dunn 
19 Upturned on Virginia Route 311    Molly O’Dell 
20 Poem of Mercy      Dennis Hinrichsen 
21 Summer Whites      Isabel Nathaniel 
22 Confessor       William Stafford 
23 Lost and Found      John Slater 
24 The Chaos of Fatwas      Hissa Hilal 
25 Protocols       Randall Jarrell 
26 Commencement      Terry Blackhawk 
27 The Hug       Tess Gallagher 
28 And Though She Be But Little     Lee Upton 
29 First Labor       Celia Gilbert 
30 This Is The Dream      Olav Hauge 
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APRIL GIFTS 2011 
 
1 How Zen Ruins Poets      Chase Twitchel            
2 Words Can Describe      Tim Nolan             
3 Adjectives of Order      Alexandra Teague        
4 Old Men Playing Basketball     B.H. Fairchild   
5 Healing The Mare      Linda McCarriston  
6 Practicing To Walk Like A Heron    Jack Ridl 
7 Sanctuary       Jean Valentine 
8 To An Athlete Dying Young     A.E. Housman 
9 The Routine After Forty     Jacqueline Berger 
10 The Sad Truth About Rilke’s Poems    Nick Lantz 
11 Wall        Christine Garren 
12 The Heart Broken Open     Ronald Pies, M.D. 
13 Survey        Ada Jill Schneider 
14 The Bear On Main Street     Dan Gerber 
15 Pray For Peace      Ellen Bass 
16 April Saturday, 1960      David Huddle  
17 For My Father Who Fears I’m Going To Hell  Cindy May Murphy 
18 Night Journey       Theodore Roethke 
19 Love Poem With Trash Compactor    Andrea Cohen 
20 Magic Spell of Rain      Ann Blandiana 
21 When Lilacs       Frank X. Gaspar 
22 Burning Monk       Shin Yu Pai 
23 Mountain Stick      Peter VanToorn   
24 The Hatching       Kate Daniels  
25 To My Father’s Business     Kenneth Koch 
26  The Platypus Speaks      Sandra Beasley 
27 The Baal Shem Tov      Stephen Mitchell 
28 A Peasant       R.S. Thomas    
29 A Green Crab’s Shell      Mark Doty 
30 Tieh Lien Hua       LiChing Chao  
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APRIL GIFTS 2012 
 
1 Miracle Fair       Wislawa Szymborska 
2 Late Bloomers       Susan Wood 
3 The God of Loneliness     Philip Schultz 
4 The Firemen       Deborah Garrison 
5 Sign for My Father, Who Stressed the Bunt   David Bottoms 
6 Mary’s Blood       Anne Marie Macari 
7 The Dog       Gerald Stern 
8 Hippopotomonstrosesquippedaliophobia   Aimee  Nezhukumatathil 
9 So Gay        Christopher Crawford 
10 Sloan-Kettering      Lynn Mayson Shapiro 
11 Gratitude       Sally Bliumis-Dunn 
12 Telemarketer       Brett Garcia Myhren 
13 Poem in Search of a Horse     Hayden Saunier 
14 Flirtation       Rita Dove 
15 Dirge in Woods      George Meredith  
16 From an Atlas of the Difficult World    Adrienne Rich 
17 Fast Gas       Dorianne Laux 
18 Keats        Christophel Howell  
19 the tao of touch      Marge Piercy 
20 Pier        Vonas Groarke           
21 Veronica       Sarah Arvio 
22 A Quiet Life       Brian Wormser 
23 Shard        Eamon Grennan 
24 Sometimes, When the Light     Lisel Mueller 
25 The Forgotten Dialect of the Heart    Jack Gilbert 
26 After Ritsos       Malena Morling 
27 Modern Declaration      Edna St. Vincent Millay 
28 The Silence Afterwards     Rolf Jacobsen 
29 Doing Laundry on Sunday     Brigit Pegeen Kelly 
30 What To Expect      Samuel Menashe 
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APRIL GIFTS 2013 
 
1  Failing and Flying        Jack Gilbert 
2 A Perfect Mess       Mary Karr 
3 An Afternoon in the Stacks      William Stafford 
4 Neglect        R.T. Smith 
5 Hudson’s Geese       Leslie Norris 
6 Holding Light        Kristen G. Bagdanov 
7 Sometimes A Man Stands Up      Rainer Maria Rilke 
8 Lard Gourd        Coleman Barks 
9  The Intruder        Carolyn Kizer                      
10 My Grandmother Washes Her Feet                                                                                               
   in the Sink of the Bathroom at Sears   Mohja Kahf 
11 The Cinnamon Peeler’s Wife      Michael Ondaatje 
12 Meeting the Light Completely      Jane Hirshfield 
13 Blue         May Swenson 
14 Love Poem with Scenery      Conrad Hilberry 
15 Pencil         Marianne Boruch 
16 The Prose Poem       Campbell McGrath 
17 Teaching Slant Rhyme       Leah Nielsen  
18 Tell Me If You’ve Heard This One     Susan B. Ramsey     
19 Alternate Take        Tracy K. Smith 
20 Zeitgeber        Anna Evans 
21 Near Misses        Laura Kasischke 
22 Feeling the Draft       Bob Hicok 
23 The Years We Will Know Them     Lauren Mesa 
24 Post Hoc        Jennifer Maier 
25 On My Seventieth Birthday      Dan Gerber 
26 How to Be Happy: Another Memo to Myself    Stephen Dunn 
27 It All Comes Back       Galway Kinnell 
28 The Signs        Sharon Olds 
29 I Have News for You       Tony Hoagland 
30 A Brief for the Defense      Jack Gilbert 
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APRIL GIFTS 2014 
 
1 A Cold Rain the Day Before Spring    Stuart Kestenbaum 
2 Women and Horses      Maxine Kumin 
3 It had been long dark, . . .      Charles Reznikoff 
4 Quarantine       Eaven Boland 
5 January       Arlitia Jones                           
6 Valid Photo Identification Required     John Brehm                            
7 Ten Thousand Baby Mollusks Named Karen Diane   Karen Skofield 
8 Invisible Mending      C.K. Williams 
9 Happiness       Paisley Rekdal 
10 Appetite       Paulann Petersen 
11 Roustabout       Jack Ridl 
12 I Don’t Want To Say How Lost I’ve Been     Gail Martin 
13 Galway Kinnell Reads James Wright,  
 Martins Ferry, Ohio, April 13, 1991    Richard Hague 
14 The Poet’s Hierarchy      Pesha Joyce Gertler             
15 To Judge Faolain, Dead Long Enough: A Summons  Linda McCarriston 
16 Mother        Ted Kooser 
17 Accident       Todd Davis 
18 Adelaide Crapsey      Carl Sandburg 
19 Sweetness       Stephen Dunn 
20 Why I Don't Mention Flowers When Conversations        
 with My Brother Reach Uncomfortable Silences  Natalie Diaz 
21 Several Things       Martha Collins 
22 Oakbrook Estates      Joel F. Johnson 
23 Buying the Painted Turtle     Claudia Emerson 
24 Seventh-Grade Science Project    Diane Lockward 
25 Forth Into View, Random Warriors    Pattiann Rogers  
26 Warming Her Pearls      Carol Ann Duffy 
27 He Sits Down on the Floor of a School for the Retarded Alden Nowlan 
28 Little Owl Who Lives in the Orchard    Mary Oliver 
29 Can’t Get Over Her      Ellen Bass 
30 Begging Bowl       David Denny 
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APRIL GIFTS 2015 
 
1 Empress Shotoku Invents Printing In 770   Teresa Cader 
2 Drama Class, 1989      Lauren Camp 
3  Grandmother, Cleaning Rabbits    Samuel Green 
4 I Kinda Vow       Genine Lentine 
5 Touch Me       Stanley Kunitz 
6 What The Plants Say      Tom Hennen 
7 Moth Orchids       Ellen Bass 
8 The Body       Marianne Boruch 
9 A Story About The Body     Robert Haas 
10 Embarrassed       Hollie McNish 
11 My Skeleton       Jane Hirshfield 
12 Great Things Have Happened    Alden Nowlan 
13 Blandeur       Kay Ryan 
14 Ornithology       Ron Koertge 
15 The Ravine       Cyrus Cassells 
16 After I Die       Melody Lacina 
17 Verge        Mark Doty 
18 Mountain Dew Commerical Disguised As A Love Poem Matthew Olzmann 
19 How She Described Her Ex-Husband 
  When The Police Called    Martha Clarkson 
20 My Criminal Notebook     Alberto Rios 
21 Ballad Of Orange And Grape     Muriel Rukeyser 
22 For My Son Traveling To Dallas    Valerie Chronis Bickett 
23 Missed Connections      Sherman Alexie 
24 Against Order       Lynne Knight 
25 My Brother Buries His Dog     Chris Green 
26 Kissing A Horse      Robert Wrigley 
27 For A Dying Tom Cat      Mary Karr 
28 The Roman Empire      Tony Hoagland 
29 I Give You Back      Joy Harjo 
30 You Can’t Have It All      Barbara Ras 
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APRIL GIFTS 2016 
 
1 Gathering Tea       Jakushitsu Genkō 
2 Buddha’s Dogs      Susan Browne 
3  Buddhist Barbie      Denise Duhamel 
4 Hip-Hop Ghazal      Patricia Smith 
5 Vocabulary       Jason Schneiderman 
6 The Difference Between Lack and Absence   Annie Diamond 
7 Nearing Menopause      Barbara Crooker 
8 Mind-Body Problem      Katha Pollitt 
9 What Work Is       Philip Levine  
10 Children’s Story      Debra Allbery 
11 The Miscarriage      Amit Majmudar       
12 Threshold II       Kelly Cressio-Moeller 
13 Wondrous       Sarah Freligh 
14 Fast Break       Edward Hirsch 
15 First        Carrie Fountain 
16 Ode To The Maggot      Josuf Komunyakaa   
17 Perennials       Patricia Hooper 
18 The Language of Bees      Barbara Hamby 
19 More Than This      David Kirby 
20 Behaving Like A Jew      Gerald Stern 
21 The Poem You Asked For     Larry Levis 
22 Not Writing       Jane Kenyon 
23 Station        Li-Young Lee 
24 Torn        C. Dale Young 
25 The Heart Of Owl Country     Ed Ochester 
26 During The Tornado      Sara Henning 
27 Severity Happiness Index     Rebekah Remington 
28 Personal       Tony Hoagland 
29 Singapore       Mary Oliver 
30 When I Heard the Learn’d Astronomer   Walt Whitman 
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